LESSON 4

Nobody Is an Island
TEACH STUDENTS HOW TO COMPARE
CHARACTERS IN THE SAME TEXT

In this lesson, we show students how to study two or more characters from the
same book and consider how they are similar to and different from one another.
This includes how our thinking about the two characters is similar and different.

Decide to Teach This Tomorrow if Your Students
•

Already know how to independently study characters in one book

•

Are reading books with more than one important character

•

Ignore secondary characters as they read and form ideas

thin
slice

What You Need:
•

A familiar read aloud fiction book

•

Your own reading notebook

•

Chart paper and markers

Explain Why: Explain that when we focus on just one character in a book, we
are missing some of the whole picture of the story. Now that your students know
how to study one character, it is helpful to compare the main character to other
characters in the text so they can see how each character has his own role and
impact on the plot. You might also explain that it can be tricky to read a book
with many characters, and it can be helpful to write about each of the important
characters to keep them straight and not confuse who is who.

Show How:
•

Refer back to a familiar read aloud book with memorable characters
or back to a part of a read aloud you already did. This allows you to
study the characters in front of students and model your thinking
without having to spend time reading a brand-new text.
(Continued)
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•

Show students how you can use a T-chart or multicolumn chart to
keep track of the characters within a book.

•

Model how you look across each column to think about how they
are similar and different. This can be done in a conversation and
also in writing. You might use the following chart to help show
the process of comparing characters and the different ways you
might compare them.

We can compare characters BY THINKING ABOUt
•
•
•
•
•
•

The roles they play in the story
What motivates them
The choices they make
How they respond to an event or conflict
Our opinions about them
The lessons they learn

Highlighted the main
character
Created a column for
each character

Listed character roles
and behaviors

Pictured each
character and drew
what she saw based
on the roles and
behaviors
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The chart on the previous page is from a student reading the book The Last
Olympian (Riordan, 2009), which has several characters with unusual names. She
made a five-column chart and listed the characters’ roles and behaviors along
with pictures of what they looked like.
A Few Tips:
•

If you have younger or less experienced students, consider using a
short story rather than a full-length book for this lesson.

•

If students have trouble deciding which characters are important
enough to compare, they can still add them all to their entries
and then see which ones they have enough to write about. If they
don’t have much to say, that helps them decide who is important
in the book.

Let’s look at how another reader, Marcus, looked at two characters in the same
novel called Emil and Karl by Yankev Glatshteyn (1940/2006), which is about
two boys whose parents are taken away by Nazis during World War II. One of
the boys is Jewish, and one is not. In Marcus’s entry on the next page, we can
thin-slice how he is thinking about both of these characters and notice his type
of thinking.
Even though Marcus is studying more than one character, we can still follow the
same process, naming what type of thinking he is doing and making a choice
about what to teach him next. Notice we labeled the type of thinking in the
callouts. Think about what you would choose to team him tomorrow. Would you
reinforce what he is already doing, teach him a new way of thinking, or show
him how to do this same thinking in a different text?
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http://bit.ly/2rHtRjy
This is based on information from across the book
and shows Over-Time Thinking. He made a T-chart to
compare how these two best friends are different.

Mostly Right-Now Thinking: He bulleted a list of ways the
two characters are similar and different. He considered
their relationships to be family, friends, and each other.

Over-Time Thinking: He notices their behavior and actions are
different because of their circumstances. He is also comparing
the characters across more than one entry and day.

